
NC Department of Commerce | Labor & Economic Analysis Division1

LMI TUESDAYS!!!!!

Session 9: North Carolinaôs Industry Outlook!

September 7, 2021
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Online & Print 

Publications, LMI Tool & 

Application 

Development (NCBOLD, 

D4, AccessNC), 

Workforce Info Database  

Big Data Analysis, 

Program Evaluation,

Analytic Dashboards, 

Longitudinal Data System 

(Common Follow-up System, 

NCTOWER)

County Tier Designations,

ED Grant Report, County

Annual Wages (JDIG),

Employment Projections,

Star Jobs, NCcareers.org, 

LMI Tools & Publications  

Data Collection & Production 

including Monthly 

Unemployment Rates, 

Job Numbers,

Industry & Occupational 

Employment & Wages 

Employment 
Statistics    

(BLS Programs)   

Policy & 
Economic 
Analysis 

Information 
Delivery

Data  
Analytics & 
Evaluation   

LEAD T EAMS
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SAMPLE L IST OF PRODUCTS AND TOOLS

UI Claim Data

Dashboard
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1. What are the current industries and their 
locations?

2. Where do we project future growth?
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https://d4.nccommerce.com/

Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 
(QCEW)
Å Latest 2021Q1
Å Down to County Level
Å Detailed Industries
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https://d4.nccommerce.com/
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Largest Industries by Employment 2021Q1

Source: NC Dept of Commerce/LEAD, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 2021 Quarter 1
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Industry Establishments
Average 

Employment

Average 
Weekly 
Wage

% of Total 
Employment

Health Care and Social Assistance 27,521 623,688 $1,034 14.2%

Retail Trade 35,171 509,902 $634 11.6%

Manufacturing 10,256 459,754 $1262 10.5%

Educational Services 6,998 372,368 $969 8.5%

Accommodation and Food Services 22,779 368,587 $365 8.4%
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Source: NC Dept of Commerce: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 2010 and 2020 Annual
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A lot of the top 5 largest industries are located across the state
Å Health Care & Social Assistance
Å Retail Trade
Å Manufacturing
Å Educational Services
Å Accommodation & Food Services

Use Location Quotient (LQ) to identify specialization

LQ=  proportion of employment in industry I in small region
proportion of employment in industry I in larger region

Where are the Industries Located?
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Source: US Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics and NC Dept of Commerce: Quarterly Census of Employment 2020Q3 Private
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Manufacturing by Location Quotient
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Source: US Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics and NC Dept of Commerce: Quarterly Census of Employment 2020Q3 Private
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Food Manufacturing by Location Quotient
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Source: US Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics and NC Dept of Commerce: Quarterly Census of Employment 2020Q3 Private
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Textile Mills by Location Quotient
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Source: US Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics and NC Dept of Commerce: Quarterly Census of Employment 2020Q3 Private
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Chemical Manufacturing by Location Quotient
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Source: US Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics and NC Dept of Commerce: Quarterly Census of Employment 2020Q3 Private
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Transportation Equipment Manufacturing by LQ


